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We’re Taking our Show on the
Road

Resources Division staff has had the opportunity
recently to take some important solid waste
management messages all around the County. The
cities of Clovis, Sanger, Coalinga, and Kingburg
requested the Division’s public education display,
which illustrates ideas for reducing solid waste, to be

set up in their city halls.  Messages
contained in the colorful graphics
include the 3Rs— reduce, reuse,
recycle; household hazardous waste
management, used motor oil recycling,

composting, and grasscycling.  Accompanying
literature is available for anyone visiting the display.
Resources staff will be traveling to Huron, Firebaugh,
Selma, and Reedley later on in the year.

If you are interested in having the display brought to
your city, call Susan Schneider at 262-4259.

Waste Prevention Print
Campaign
Look for a series of waste prevention ads in the Fresno
Bee, scheduled to appear around the time of Earth Day,
April 22.  The purpose of running the ads will be to
remind the public about the importance of reducing the
amount of trash that each of us generates on a daily
basis.  As an example, one ad suggests, “Sending grass
back to its roots.”  It then goes on to explain how grass
clippings can be turned into compost. The ads will be
placed in rural papers later in the summer.

For questions about the print campaign, call Susan
Schneider at 262-4259.

Used  Oil Recycling Program
A public education campaign sponsored by Fresno

who change their own motor oil and oil filter to dispose
of them properly by recycling.  There are currently over
75 certified oil collection centers in Fresno County

which take used motor oil from the
public, making it easy and convenient
to recycle used motor oil.  Many of
these centers also take used oil
filters.  For more information about
the used oil recycling program, call
Don Chapin at 262-4259.

Recycle Ben Says . . .

Many household products have
ingredients that can be hazardous to
the environment. These products
include cleaners, paint and paint
products, pesticides, workshop
chemicals and automotive products.
These items should never be put
into household trash, where they become hazardous
waste. Household hazardous waste should be disposed
of properly at hazardous waste drop-off events,
designed to handle special wastes.  Better yet, the
following tips will help to reduce the amount of
hazardous waste that accumulates in your household:

• Use up a product entirely and avoid disposal
problems.

• Buy only the amount you will use in a reasonable
amount of time.

• Select the least toxic alternative when purchasing
household products.  Look for words that identify
the degree of potential hazards, such as caution,
warning, danger, poison, toxic, corrosive, and
combustible.

• Share leftovers with relatives, neighbors, and
friends.

• Avoid the purchase of aerosol cans.

For a free hazardous waste disposal guide or
information about the upcoming County Household
Hazardous Waste Drop-off Event in April, call Marion



special wastes, such as tires, thermostats and junk mail.
Questions about the directory should be directed to
Leslie Kline at 262-4259.

The California Integrated Waste Management
Board has several new brochures available in

Spanish.  These brochures include information on
grasscycling, composting, and waste prevention.  Visit
their web site at www.CIWMB.ca.gov for details on
how to receive these materials.

The Environmental Protection Agency has a new
solid waste educational packet available for

elementary students entitled, “The Planet Protectors
Club Kit.”  It is an activity for after school, extra credit,
or at-home supplement, and is available free for
teachers, parents, and after school leaders.  It reinforces
solid waste management concepts that include waste
reduction, recycling, composting, reuse, and buying
recycled products.  The kit includes an activity book,
poster, adult and children’s pocket guide, and a Planet
Protector Club badge and certificate.  It is available in
English and Spanish.  To receive a free copy of the kit,
call the EPA Hotline at 800-424-9346 or visit their web
site at www.epa.gov/osw>.

RMDZ Program
The Recycling Market Development Zone (RMDZ)
loan rate is reviewed and subject to change each

December and June.  As of January
1, 2000, the interest rate for RMDZ
loans has been raised from 5.1% to
5.3%. The good news is that
RMDZ rates are fixed for the term

of the loan.  This means that loans funded by June 30,
2000 will not experience any future adjustments in
interest rates.

Thinking about starting or expanding a recycling-based
business?  One of the first things you will want to
consider is preparation of a well-developed business
plan:  Writing down your goals and the steps required
to implement them won’t guarantee the success of your
venture.  But many believe that going through this
process can greatly improve your chances of getting the
results you desire.  And if you aren’t independently
wealthy or the favorite off-spring of a rich great-aunt,
you will probably need a business plan in order to apply
for additional funding, especially loans. Help

preparing a well-organized and complete business plan
is readily available.  We can help you contact local
agencies which offer classes and/or
“hands on” assistance.  Many of
these programs are very low cost
and some are free.  If you prefer,
you are welcome to use the
computer in the RMDZ office
specifically set up for the use of our
clients.  A copy of Business PlanPro  has been
installed on this machine.  This software is designed to
walk you through the preparation of a business plan. 
RMDZ clients are welcome to reserve computer time
for preparation of a business plan or similar items such
as financial projections.

Call Leslie Kline at 262-4259 if you would like more
information on these kinds of opportunities.

üMark Your Calendars
 
March 25.  Teen Health Fair, Keenan Community
Center, Huron.  12 noon to 4 p.m.  Free.  For
information call 945-9255. 

April 8.  Household Hazardous Waste Drop-Off Event.
Sites in Fresno/Clovis, Huron, and Orange Cove.  Free
to Fresno County residents.  Reservations required. 
Call 800 714-1195.

April 15.    Earth Day celebration, Chaffee Zoo.  9 a.m.
to 5 p.m.  Regular zoo admission.   $1.00 discount with
6 aluminum cans.  For event/booth information call
498-4861.

May 13.  Fresno Chamber of Commerce Business
Afterhours.  5 p.m. to 8 p.m.  Radisson Hotel, Fresno.
Free.

May 20.  “E” Street Fair. Celebrate Asian Pacific
Heritage Month.  11 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Free.  For
event/booth information call 486-6815.

The “Solid Waste Quarterly” is produced by the County of
Fresno Planning & Resource Management Department,
Resources Division, to provide information about issues
related to AB 939, the Integrated Waste Management Act
of 1989.    


